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Abstract

In the context of contemporary artistic and conceptual transformations, portraiture has evolved beyond its
traditional role as a mere depiction of facial features. It now serves as a dynamic field where identity,
perception, and emotional subjectivity converge. Within this evolving landscape, the work of artist Simon
Barger offers a compelling case study. Barger's glass-based portraits merge the material presence of the
human face with its symbolic and psychological resonances, creating a layered visual discourse that invites
both sensory and spiritual engagement. This study explores how Barger's portraits in glass reframe the
human face as a site of perceptual and contemplative experience. The central research question asks: How
does Simon Barger’s glass portraiture articulate a visual language in which sensory perception intersects
with spiritual introspection? The research contributes to expanding the understanding of portraiture in
contemporary media by highlighting glass as a medium that oscillates between technical precision and
emotional expression. It emphasizes the shifting role of the viewer from passive observer to active
interpreter. Methodologically, the study adopts a critical-analytical framework to examine the formal and
semantic structures of Barger's works, a semiological approach to decode their symbols, and a hermeneutic
lens to engage with the viewer's subjective reception. Ultimately, this research sheds light on how Barger's
art creates a reflective visual space where the portrait becomes a fluid interface between self and other,
perception and memory, surface and depth.

Keywords: Portraiture, contemporary glass art, visual perception, spiritual experience, visual
fragmentation
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https://amaniaburahma.blogspot.com/2021/06/blog-post 18.htm

https://aurum.gallery/shattered-exhibition/

https://www.artstuebli.ch/en/artists/31-simon-berger/

https://www.arts-in-the-city.com/2023/09/29/tosca-linstallation-fracassante-de-simon-berger-devant-lopera-

comique/

https://www.illustre.ch/magazine/simon-berger-lartiste-qui-cree-la-beaute-par-la-destruction

https://www.lorientlejour.com/article/1271490/simon-berger-ce-qui-est-incassable-cest-le-message-que-les-

victimes-portent-au-monde-entier.html

https://www.puppiesandflowers.com/shattered-glass-portraits-by-simon-berger/

https://www.yellowtrace.com.au/simon-berger-gallotti-radice-reflected-identities-mirror-collection-milan-design-

week-2023/#gallery-7

Instagram simonberger.art.

Ouvrages

-David le Breton, les visages ,une anthropologie, éd. Métailié, Paris1, 2é.Ed, 2003.
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