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Abstract

Michel Tournier's novel "La goutte d'or" ("The Golden Drop") stands out as a remarkable piece in
modern literature, akin to a grand palace that shapes the architecture of contemporary storytelling. This
novel delves into the intricate cultural dialogue between the Self and the Other, specifically examining the
relationship between the Arab East and the European West.

In our exploration, we focus on "La goutte d'or" as a rich setting to study how the literary world of
the novel interacts with the art of photography. A central question guides our inquiry: How effectively can
photography reflect the essence of the Arab Self in its relationship with the Western/French Other?

To address this question, we will approach the text from two angles: one that analyzes its narrative
and semiotic elements, and another that applies a cultural critical lens. This combination will help foster a
deeper understanding and energize our analytical thinking about the novel.

Keywords:

The photographic image - The symbol - The Western novel - The imagination - The East - The West - The
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- Tournier, Michel (1986), « La goutte d’'or », Op.cit, p:13.
39_ Ibid, p:13.

40 Ibid, p:13.

4 _1bid, p:22.

- Tournier, Michel (1986), « La goutte d'or », Op.cit, p: 15.
“ -1bid, p: 99.
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*-Tournier, Michel (1986), « La goutte d’or », Op.cit, p: 58.
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45_ Ibid, p:14.
46_ Ibid, p: 14.
“_Tournier, Michel (1986), « La goutte d’or », Op.cit, p: 115.
48_Ibid, p: 115.
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*-Tournier, Michel (1986), « La goutte d’or », Op.cit, p :105.
50 _Ibid, p:220.
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*'- Ibid, p : 54-55.
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*2- Tournier, Michel (1986), « La goutte d’or », Op.cit, p:14-15.
53_Ibid, p:202.

> Tournier, Michel (1986), « La goutte d'or », Op.cit, p :202.

55 _Ibid, p:31.
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- Tournier, Michel (1986): « La goutte d’or », 1ére édition 1985, 2éme édition 1986 (celle choisie pour en faire

un objet d'étude critique de cas), Paris, Collection Folio, Editions Gallimard.
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